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The District Website

Our website is the best place to find all of 
our District resources, contact information, 
upcoming events, and everything else you 
might want to know about the Hoboken Public 
Schools. 

Using the link below, you will find detailed 
information on how to navigate the website and 
find exactly what you need. This index will be 
updated regularly, so be sure to refer back often 
to find out what’s new!

Navigating the District Website

Upcoming Events

January 15
Schools Closed for

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day

January 16
HBOE Meeting

January 17
SEPAC Meeting 

January 19
Hudson County Theater Day

January 26
Wallace PTO Bingo Night

January 14, 2018

Social Media
Digital Backpack

Facebook
Twitter

Mobile Application

Curriculum Corner
Throughout the week of January 8th, each of our schools participated 
in events that celebrated the life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. As we 
enter into Black History Month, students will continue to explore 
the contributions, experiences, and profound legacies of African-
Americans from past to present. 

Please take a minute to read this letter, penned by Assistant 
Superintendent of Schools Mr. Gerald Fitzhugh, II detailing the 
contributions Dr. King made to the Civil Rights movement, and how 
the students in our District continue to celebrate his achievements. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration Letter

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

As a result of the snow last week, I have not yet had the opportunity 
to welcome you back and wish you a happy new year.  I hope that you 
had a restful break and were able to spend valuable time with your 
friends and family.  I am pleased to present you with our latest edition 
of The Herald. 

Our return from break was kicked of by an inspiring day of professional 
development for all of our teachers. Staff members participated in 
guided workshops to share ideas and learn from each other on topics 
related to Restorative Practice, cultivating a Responsive Classroom, 
and establishing a commonality of language across the district. In just 
a week, we are already seeing results from the tireless efforts of our 
staff. Our K-8 staff has implemented new Morning Meeting sessions, 
as a result of their work on Professional Development Day. The goal 
of these morning meetings is for students to strengthen relationships 
and to enhance the quality of learning that takes place inside the 
classroom.

Students at Brandt participating in a Responsive Classroom ‘Morning 
Meeting,’ in which children exchange thoughts for the day.

I am also happy to report that our senior class at Hoboken High School 
has been awarded over $8.8 million dollars in college and university 
scholarships.  The Class of 2018 is well ahead of last year’s record-
breaking pace. We are very proud of the 92% of the senior class that 
have applied to colleges and universities so far, and we are looking 
forward to seeing that number grow over the coming months. I’d also 
like to draw special attention to a new opportunity that our students 
are taking advantage of called RaiseMe. RaiseMe is a social enterprise 
focused on expanding access to higher education, especially among 
low income and first generation students. Rather than waiting until 
the end of high school to earn scholarships, which is often too late 
to impact a student’s college ambitions or choices, RaiseMe enables 
students to earn scholarships throughout high school, starting as 
early as 9th grade, for doing all the things that best prepare them 
to succeed, whether that’s getting good grades, volunteering in the 
community or joining an extracurricular. You can find more information 
here, and I encourage you to contact your child’s guidance counselor 
to get started!

I want to wish the best of luck to our young students getting ready for 
Chamber Day which will take place on January 27th at Montclair State 
University. This is an exciting opportunity for young musicians to learn 
chamber pieces, make new friends, and perform for their family and 
peers! Students will be coached by professors and students from the 
Cali School of Music. Chamber Day also features a professional guest 
performer, a West African drumming/singing/dancing workshop, and 
a composition class for all students to participate in. Stay tuned next 
week for more information! 

I will email all 5th and 6th grade families this weekend, an invitation 
to attend our first annual Hoboken Middle School Expo on January 
24th. In addition, the email will include an agenda for the Expo and 
an interactive Middle School Program of Studies. Both grade levels 
of students are invited, as 6th graders will be entering the Middle 
School next year and 5th graders will be planning to enter the year 
after.  Families from both grade levels are welcome to come and tour 
the new Hoboken Middle School, meet our staff and administrators, 
and learn all about the exciting new programs and opportunities 
available to our students. 

On behalf of the Hoboken Special Needs Parents Group, please find 
the HSPNG January Newsletter linked here.  The HSPNG is always 
hosting wonderful events, the information for which can be found in 
our Digital Backpack! Be sure to check often for all the latest upcoming 
events.

As a friendly reminder, second semester registration for Passport to 
Learning is now closed. We will be switching over to 2nd Semester 
programming on February 5th. Registration for Hoboken Middle 
School’s Explorations Program is still live. I encourage you to get your 
children involved in our after-school enrichment opportunities.

For district information, program updates, and upcoming events, I 
encourage you to take a look at our new Interactive Calendar! Inside 
you will find important program highlights and resources, contact 
information, and more! This calendar will be updated throughout the 
year, so be sure to check back often. In addition, we have posted a 
website tutorial for those having some difficulty finding information.  

As always, be sure to connect with us on our social media platforms and 
download our mobile application, where we publish updates in real-
time for your convenience. Follow us on Twitter @HobokenSchools, 
like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/hobokenpublicschools, and 
download our app on your Android and iOS devices by searching 
“Hoboken School District” in the Google Play Store and Apple Store.

Sincerely, 

Dr. Christine Johnson
Dr. Christine Johnson
Superintendent of Schools

New HPEF Initiatives
Become a Donor

www.hobokenpef.org

We want to wish good luck to all of our students who are preparing for Chamber Day at Montclair 
State! Under the direction of music teacher Ms. Stephanie Safko, we have a number of student 
instrumentalists headed to Montclair State University to learn chamber pieces, make new friends 
and perform for their family and peers. Students will be coached by professors and students from 
the Cali School of Music.

Chamber Day will also feature a professional guest performer, a West African drumming/singing/
dancing workshop, and a composition class for all students. More information can be found here.

Music Department

Early Childhood Education
On January 2nd, all preschool teachers engaged in a professional 
development which took place at the Brandt School.  There 
were two sessions lead by the Master Teachers and Preschool 
Intervention and Referral Teams (PIRT), respectively.  Master 
Teachers led “Back to Basics” in which they discussed lesson 
planning and its ties to state standards.  Teachers’ learning 
objectives included gaining a deeper understanding the purpose 
of preschool teaching and learning standards, comprehending 
Tools of the Mind as it relates to district resources, and intentional 
lesson planning.  Special focus was paid to expectations for all 
students exiting prek three and four.   PIRT led “Deconstructing 
the Teaching Pyramid Observation Tool” where teachers took 
ownership of the classroom assessment and found evidence of 
all indicators in their own classrooms.  Then the group shared 
findings to gain insight into how colleagues are implementing 
social skills and emotional competencies at all sites and in 
individual classrooms.   

We have received an abundance of positive feedback from families 
regarding the PIRT led Parent Workshop on Thursday, January 
11th entitled “Disciplining Children.” Carolyn Best and Yesenia 
Flores addressed age appropriate discipline and best practices.  
Between the day and night time sessions, we had a terrific turn 
out.  Thank you to all the parents who attended.  The presentation 
materials will be available on the Parent Resource Website at the 
end of January.  Please keep an eye out for upcoming workshop 
dates.

HOPES is seeking preschool parents interested in joining a parenting group.  Topics will be parent-
directed and vary by month (stress, communication, discipline, etc.).  The group will take place 
monthly at either Rue or Connors and timing will be based on parent feedback.  Anyone interested 
in joining the group should email Ellen Samitt, HOPES Mental Health and Disabilities Coordinator  
at esamitt@hopes.org. 

We’d like to invite you to a HOPES sponsored movie screening of the documentary, BRAINOUS.

Click here for details.

Guidance Department

The senior class at Hoboken High School has now surpassed $8.8 
million dollars in college and university scholarships.  The Class of 
2018 is well ahead of last year’s record-breaking pace. We are very 
proud of the 92% of the senior class that have applied to colleges and 
universities so far, and we are looking forward to seeing that number 
grow over the coming months. 

Hoboken High School students have been taking advantage of a new 
platform for earning scholarship awards. RaiseMe is a social enterprise 
focused on expanding access to higher education, especially among 
low income and first generation students. Rather than waiting until 
the end of high school to earn scholarships, which is often too late 
to impact a student’s college ambitions or choices, RaiseMe enables 

students to earn scholarships throughout high school, starting as early as 9th grade, for doing all 
the things that best prepare them to succeed, whether that’s getting good grades, volunteering in 
the community or joining an extracurricular. You can find more information here, and we encourage 
you to contact your child’s guidance counselor to get started!

Please be sure to check the 2017-2018 Guidance Calendar for all of our upcoming college visits, 
student and parent workshops, and events.

Click here to learn more about Hoboken High School, our different academic programs, clubs and 
sports!

Hoboken High School
Featured School

The weather conditions couldn’t stop our Connors School students 
from having fun this week! Pictured above is Dean of Students and 
Programs, Mr. Sorafine leading indoor recess!
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